IPAF Access Platform Operator
Training
** Static vertical/Static boom/Mobile vertical/Mobile boom

For novice or experienced operators
Novice or Experienced Operators
This training course has been designed for delegates who have either no experience of operating the above
detailed access platforms or those who have experience but have not received any formal training to a
recognised standard.

One Machine Type**

Two Machine Types**

1 day for a maximum of 6 delegates

1 day for a maximum of 4 delegates

Note: If a machine is complex or can lift to over 90 feet the course length will need to be
extended

Aim
To provide the delegate/s with the correct skills, knowledge and understanding to be able to safely
and effectively use an access platform.
Objective
On completion of this course the delegate/s will be able to:
Understand basic heath and safety law as it applies to them including;
Understand the safety, benefit and legal reasons for completing training
Identify the governing laws and legislations that are associated with training and safe operation of
equipment

Understand their personal responsibilities for safety at work including;
Be aware of the need to refer to the manufacturer's manual
Select and identify the correct Personal Protective Equipment for the job / task

Prepare equipment ready for use
Be aware of and be able to complete a pre use inspection of the equipment

Identify the correct manufacturer's manual for the equipment and make reference to it

Operate the equipment in a safe, efficient and professional way
Mount and dismount the equipment using the correct method
Operate the access platform safely in accordance with best practice
Demonstrate the correct shut down and parking procedure for the equipment

Elements covered


Why we train



Health and Safety at Work Act 1974



Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998



Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations 1998



Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999



Work at Height Regulations 2005



Personal risk assessment



Personal Protective Equipment



Accidents and associated risks



Equipment introduction



Safe Working Load



Stability and instability factors



Safe travel



Setting up including stabilisers and jacks



Ground conditions



Operating envelope



Effects of wind speed and wind chill



Use near electricity cables



Power sources and refuelling procedures



Pre-use checks and defect reporting



Familiarisation



Full practical training



Theory, pre-use checks and practical testing on the equipment

Facilities and equipment required for training to commence


IPAF Fax Form – This will be attached with the email confirmation for your training course. This must
be completed and returned to the Mentor office to allow for the course to be registered with IPAF.

LOLER - Appropriate machine in sound mechanical condition with in date report of thorough


examination as per LOLER regulations. Our instructor will need to see clear evidence of an in date
certificate (or copy) for the equipment prior to the course. If this cannot be presented to the instructor
prior to the practical training, the course will not be permitted to continue.
Instruction manual - A copy of the platform’s current instruction manual must be made available to the



instructor on the day of training. This must be in English. Practical training cannot be completed without
this.
Theory area- We will require access to a suitable room to carry out the theory element of the course.
The room should have a table, chairs and an electrical socket and must be 15 metres squared i.e. (5



metres x 3 metres) or big enough to accommodate 2.5 metres squared per person. Any delegates who
do not pass the theory part of the course will not be permitted to complete practical training. Theory
retesting can only take place after 24 hours of the initial test.
Practical area - The area provided for practical training must be a minimum of 5 x the length of the



platform chassis squared (i.e. if the platform is 3 metres in length, the practical area must be 15 metres
x 15 metres).
PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) - Delegates attending must bring their own relevant PPE



including high visibility vest, safety footwear and hard hat (chin strap preferable), in accordance with
your company policy.
Health and Fitness Statement - As the assembly and use of MEWPs can be physically demanding,
users should be physically fit and in good health and should, generally, not have problems with
eyesight or hearing, heart disease, high blood pressure, epilepsy, fear of heights/vertigo,



giddiness/difficulty with balance, impaired limb function, alcohol or drug dependence or psychiatric
illness. If you have any problems with literacy or language comprehension, or have any doubts about
your fitness to use MEWPs, you must bring them to the attention of your employer. This need not
preclude you from using MEWPs, provided your employer conducts an assessment and is able to put
into place adequate measures, to take account of any difficulties you may have.



Translators (if required) - Delegates must be able to speak, read and write in English. If a translator is
required, they must be separate from the course (i.e. not a delegate)

Please note: The use of harnesses and lanyards for Boom type platforms is strongly recommended
by IPAF. An additional Safety Harness course is also recommended for all Boom operators (please
contact me if you would like further details). Harnesses and lanyards are available to purchase from
Mentor.
*In the event of adverse weather conditions, the course may be subject to cancellation unless there is
a suitable indoor training area available.*
Pre-Qualification Criteria


This course does not require any prior qualification

Methodology

into place adequate measures, to take account of any difficulties you may have.


Translators (if required) - Delegates must be able to speak, read and write in English. If a translator is
required, they must be separate from the course (i.e. not a delegate)

Please note: The use of harnesses and lanyards for Boom type platforms is strongly recommended
by IPAF. An additional Safety Harness course is also recommended for all Boom operators (please
contact me if you would like further details). Harnesses and lanyards are available to purchase from
Mentor.
*In the event of adverse weather conditions, the course may be subject to cancellation unless there is
a suitable indoor training area available.*
Pre-Qualification Criteria


This course does not require any prior qualification

Methodology
The trainer will employ a highly facilitative approach to the training with limited group delivery,
incorporating directive and participative styles. The major efforts need to be practical in nature and
will include support of theoretical elements to aid understanding. Reflective practices and use of
feedback techniques will be utilised to improve training and capability outcomes.

IPAF Access Platform Operator
Refresher Training
** Static vertical/Static boom/Mobile vertical/Mobile boom

For holders of valid in date IPAF PAL cards
Refresher Operators
For delegates who already hold an IPAF operator's certificate for the same type of machine but require a
refresher in line with IPAF’s policies.

One Machine Type**

Two Machine Types**

1 day for a maximum of 6 delegates

1 day for a maximum of 4 delegates

Aim
To refresh and retest operatives who hold valid IPAF certification for an access platform. To ensure
safe and efficient operation and to update knowledge and understanding in line with industry
guidance, best practice and legislation.
Note: Although refresh and retest courses are tailored to the needs of the individual delegate/s, and the content will therefore
vary slightly from person to person, there are certain aspects that are covered on every course before ‘’personalising’’ the rest
of the training. Instructors will go over the areas below to test current understanding, making corrections where necessary,
before moving on to practical training. Practical training consists of the delegate carrying out a series of operations with the
instructor making corrections where required. The day is completed with theory, pre-use and practical tests on the equipment.

Objective
On completion of this course the delegate/s will be able to:
Understand basic heath and safety law as it applies to them including;
Understand the safety, benefit and legal reasons for completing training
Identify the governing laws and legislations that are associated with training and safe operation of
equipment

Understand their personal responsibilities for safety at work including;
Be aware of the need to refer to the manufacturer's manual

Select and identify the correct Personal Protective Equipment for the job / task

Prepare equipment ready for use
Be aware of and be able to complete a pre use inspection
Identify the correct manufacturer's manual for the equipment and make reference to it

Operate the equipment in a safe, efficient and professional way
Mount the equipment using the correct mount and dismount method
Operate the access platform safely in accordance with best practice
Demonstrate the correct shut down and parking procedure for the equipment

Elements covered


Why we train



Health and Safety at Work Act 1974



Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998



Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations 1998



Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999



Work at Height Regulations 2005



Personal risk assessment



Personal Protective Equipment



Accidents and associated risks



Equipment introduction



Safe Working Load



Stability and instability factors



Safe travel



Setting up including stabilisers and jacks



Ground conditions



Operating envelope



Effects of wind speed and wind chill



Use near electricity cables



Power sources and refuelling procedures



Pre-use checks and defect reporting



Familiarisation



Full practical training



Theory, pre-use checks and practical testing on the equipment

Facilities and equipment required for training to commence




IPAF Fax Form – This will be attached with the email confirmation for your training course. This must
be completed and returned to the Mentor office to allow for the course to be registered with IPAF.
Log Book – Each delegate must bring their IPAF log book to the course. This must contain 60 entries,
10 of which have been detailed in the last 12 months.
LOLER - Appropriate machine in sound mechanical condition with in date LOLER certificate of



thorough examination. Our instructor will need to see clear evidence of an inspection certificate (or
copy) for the equipment prior to the course. If this cannot be presented to the instructor prior to the
practical training, the course will not be permitted to continue
Instruction manual - A copy of the platform’s current instruction manual must be made available to the



instructor on the day of training. This must be in English. Practical training cannot be completed without
this
Theory area- We will require access to a suitable room to carry out the theory element of the course.
The room should have a table, chairs and an electrical socket and must be 15 metres squared (5



metres x 3 metres) or big enough to accommodate 2.5 metres squared per person. Any delegates who
do not pass the theory part of the course will not be permitted to complete practical training. Theory
retesting can only take place after 24 hours of the initial test
Practical area - The area provided for practical training must be a minimum of 5 x the length of the



platform squared (i.e. if the platform is 3 metres in length, the practical area must be 15 metres x 15
metres)
PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) - Delegates attending must bring their own relevant PPE



including high visibility vest, safety footwear and hard hat (chin strap preferable), in accordance with
your company policy
Health and Fitness Statement - As the assembly and use of MEWPs can be physically demanding,
users should be physically fit and in good health and should, generally, not have problems with
eyesight or hearing, heart disease, high blood pressure, epilepsy, fear of heights/vertigo,



giddiness/difficulty with balance, impaired limb function, alcohol or drug dependence or psychiatric
illness. If you have any problems with literacy or language comprehension, or have any doubts about
your fitness to use MEWPs, you must bring them to the attention of your employer. This need not
preclude you from using MEWPs, provided your employer conducts an assessment and is able to put
into place adequate measures, to take account of any difficulties you may have.



Translators (if required) - Delegates must be able to speak, read and write in English. If a translator is
required, they must be separate from the course (i.e. not a delegate)

Please note: The use of harnesses and lanyards for Boom type platforms is strongly recommended
by IPAF. An additional Safety Harness course is also recommended for all Boom operators (please
contact me if you would like further details). Harnesses and lanyards are available to purchase from
Mentor.

*In the event of adverse weather conditions, the course may be subject to cancellation unless there is
a suitable indoor training area available.*
Pre-Qualification Criteria


IPAF Operator certification

Methodology
The trainer will employ a highly facilitative approach to the training with limited group delivery,
incorporating directive and participative styles. The major efforts need to be practical in nature and
will include support of theoretical elements to aid understanding. Reflective practices and use of
feedback techniques will be utilised to improve training and capability outcomes.

